FURY SOCCER CLUB OF BAKERSFIELD
LETTER OF AGREEMENT
PLEASE TAKE THE TIME TO READ THE FOLLOWING PAGES CAREFULLY

My signature on this Letter of Agreement signifies my understanding and agreement to the following:
1. Letters of Agreement are valid for the League of Registration season for 2009-2010 (June 2009-May 2010).

2. This letter expresses the player’s commitment to the “Fury Soccer Club of Bakersfield” hereby the Club. Once this letter is signed, the player agrees not to try out for any other club team for the 2009-2010 season. 

3. All associated fees will be paid in full by the end of the season.

BACKGROUND

The Fury Soccer Club of Bakersfield, CA was established and registered with USSFA and CYSA- SOUTH – Bakersfield Girls Soccer League in August 2004. We began our team journey in 2003 as a Region 73 AYSO team – “The Green Crush” GU10 and went all the way representing Region 73 to their Sectional Play-offs. In 2004, “The Fury” an AYSO Spring Select team was formed and we captured the championship that spring season. The Fury Soccer Club of Bakersfield (FSC) is a girls U18 community based sports club. The goal of our club is to develop youth soccer in our community through athletic fun and competition. The coaching staff strives to train, coach, and teach their players about the entire game of soccer. We as a Club, have learned one key ingredient to success comes from clear and consistent communication between the Club, Coaches, Players, and Parents. This agreement details our expectations of you as a member of our Club. It will help identify some potential problem areas and at the same time answer questions about the Club’s decision making process. As you have committed to become a member of the Fury Soccer Club of Bakersfield, please take the time to read the following pages carefully.
THE TEAM AND THE INDIVIDUAL

Members of the Fury Soccer Club of Bakersfield, CA agree to put their Team ahead of the individual player. If conflicts arise between the Team and a Player or Parent, the Team Coach under the direction of the Team Manager will be responsible for making decisions for the good of the Team. These decisions will be made after gathering all relevant information and consultation with those involved. The Coach’s decision will be objective and will be based on their best evaluation of the facts. Once a decision has been make, it is final. Players and Parents must agree to abide with the decisions made.
GENERAL INFORMATION

SEASON

We will train a maximum of twice a week plus games. During the season, practices are mandatory unless the player has a valid excuse. Any player that will not attend practice/games/tournaments must notify the appropriate person as designated by the Team Manager. Practices outside the regular season are up to the coach’s discretion.

This commitment is for the 2009-2010 soccer season. At the end of the soccer season, your commitment to the Club is over and you are free to leave the Club if you feel it is in your best interest. At the beginning of the next soccer season you are again free to try out under the same guidelines previously mentioned. Remember, in the event your Team qualifies for regional or national competition, we expect you to fulfill your commitment to your Team through the end of that competition regardless of your status with the Club for the following season.

ORGANIZATION/CLUB
The Fury Soccer Club of Bakersfield, CA is a competitive club team. Once a child is accepted on a team, that youth’s playing time on the field of play is not guaranteed. However, FSC’s philosophy is providing fair playtime according to each individual player’s ability. Our goal is to enrich each player’s skills and playing ability by the end of the season through training. Players will typically receive 2 days of soccer instruction per week for approximately 2 hours each practice session. We also strive to provide a fun, positive experience and promote a good hard work ethic in the process.
The Club approves a trainer for hire into the Club. Trainer’s fees are paid to the club by player parents. Parents pay for this instruction the 1st of each month, the month in advance of training. Payment is made to the Fury Soccer Club of Bakersfield, CA and its team manager who will then disburse the trainer fee. This fee is for professional soccer training services rendered and does not guarantee playing time at games, or in any way suggest an obligation to a coach to play a player in games. Once accepted on to our team, that player will sing this Letter of Agreement with the team and they agree to pay for this instruction fully by a 10-month period. A decision to leave the club or team does not change your responsibility to this contract.

Coaches are considered the decision makers of the team. They have the ability to teach, positively assert the values of the club, make sound decisions in fielding a competitive team, and advance the playing capabilities of our club’s team on a year-to-year basis.
TRYOUTS
We have decided to have (11 starters and 7-9 substitute players); therefore the Club tryouts will be by invitation only and held annually and will be open to new players who meet the age requirements for the Club.

PLAYER EVALUATION AND SELECTION

Player performance will be evaluated by overseeing the Player under the pressures during seasonal practices, scrimmages, and games. Only the Team Manager and the Team Coaches will confer in matters of Player evaluation and selection.

There are many terminologies used to categorize and describe soccer abilities. Present and potential Team members will be evaluated in four areas:

Four Areas of Evaluation
1. Mental dimensions (character, discipline, leadership, and work ethic)

2. Physical dimensions (endurance, soccer strength, and soccer speed)

3. Technical competence (skills)

4. Tactical awareness (reading runs, and seeing the field during play)

Our Club coaches make decisions on player selection based solely on the Coaches’ best judgment of the Player demonstrating the highest productivity in the Four Areas of Evaluation (above) throughout the game of competitive soccer.

Priority will be give to the First Two Areas (Mental and Physical) because they are the foundation upon which the Second Two Areas (Technical and Tactical) achieve highest productivity in the game of competitive soccer.

Politics, friendships, personal relationships, and financial contributions to the Club will not enter into these decisions.

Just as Players and Parents have the freedom to evaluate and select a soccer club without unfair pressure and with a full understanding of what is expected, our coaches expect the same freedom to evaluate and select soccer players objectively. We will not always agree on issues as sensitive as Player evaluation and selection. We hope you will respect our attempt to be objective in these matters. 

THE COACH

Players will be trained and coached by USSFA licensed coaches. 

The Coaches for the Fury Soccer Club of Bakersfield, CA are instructed to conduct themselves first as teachers and second as soccer Coaches. Nothing positive will come of the Club’s efforts if our Players do not know how to conduct themselves as successful human beings. Coaches are required to conduct themselves as positive role models, display appropriate behavior, and be aware of the impact that they have on Player’s lives.

Coaches are responsible for the conduct of the Team on and off the field when the Team is together and part of a Club event. We insist that Players be polite, well behaved, and respectful. Players and Parents can expect honesty, communication, consistency, and reliability from the Coach. 

The commitment from the Club and the Director of Coaching makes the Player no guarantee of a future in soccer. The Club and the Coaches do guarantee to give the Players the tools and skills to enable them to become as good as their ability; desire, commitment, and effort take them. 
The Team Coach will provide instruction in soccer for 3-6 hours per week. During the later parts of the season, instruction hours may go up due to Tournament play. The Team Coach will attend practices and coach at games. In situations where conflicts do occur, and they will, the Director of Coaching will designate a Coach to cover the particular practice or game. As Players get older, there will be times that they are asked to take charge of themselves so the Players grow in leadership, maturity, and responsibility.

It is important for Players and Parents to understand that coaching in soccer is often overrated. Players are far more important to a Teams success than the Coach.

DISCIPLINARY ACTION

If disciplinary actions are necessary, the following steps may be taken:
1. The Team Coach and/or Director of Coaching will discuss the problem directly and privately with the Player; with the assumption that the problem will be corrected immediately.

2. If the problem persists, the Team Coach and/or Director of Coaching will communicate with the Player’s parents to discuss the problem and become involved in the correction. 

3. If the problem is ongoing, the Club may temporarily suspend the Player; and if still not rectified, recommend to the Board that the Player be permanently removed from the Club. The Board will notify the Parents of this recommendation.

4. The Parents of any Player recommended for removal from the Club may request a meeting with the Board and the Director of Coaching.

Our desire is to work in a positive, constructive way with our Players. Everyone has problems from time to time and we will make every effort to be flexible. After we have exhausted all other efforts, we will pursue disciplinary action as outlined above.

THE PLAYER

You are not under any pressure to join the Club. Instead, we hope that you and your Parents will consider all of your options and choose what will be best for you; taking into consideration your goals and aspirations as a person and as a soccer player.
Once you commit to join the Fury Soccer Club of Bakersfield, CA, you agree to abide by the policies of the Club and your Team.

We expect our Players and Parents to be ethical, honest, and honor their commitments, both verbal and written. Once your commitment is made, the Club expects your full participation and support for the entire soccer season; even in the event Team results, personal playing time, personal relationships, etc. do not meet your expectations and/or are not to your liking. Continued effort in this situation is paramount for a person’s development as an honest and positive human being. Also, be aware that when you make your commitment, you are taking a spot from another potential player who otherwise would have made the team; do not deprive someone else of a roster spot if you are not going to honor your commitment. You agree that if you choose to leave the Club or if you are asked to leave the Club that the Player and the Parent will immediately sign the necessary paperwork to remove the Player from the Team Roster. 
The Club will be ethical and honest in honoring its commitment to you as well. No Player will be cut from a Team during a soccer season unless it is for disciplinary reasons or failure to fulfill you financial obligations.

The Club expects each Player to take the soccer we play very seriously. There are things more important in life then soccer; family, schoolwork, and faith to name a few. While it is inevitable that no matter what else a Player is involved in that conflicts will occasionally arise, the Club expects the Player to make every effort to make soccer their first recreational priority during the season.

The Club asks that you care about yourself and the sport of soccer. This requires that you maintain a healthy lifestyle and a healthy team attitude, as well as a personal sense of sportsmanship and fair play.

BEFORE, DURING, AND AFTER GAMES
During soccer season, the Team will participate in practices, league, tournament and cup competitions. Coaches will make decisions on Player selections, game line-up, Player’s position, amount of playing time, tactics, etc. Players must be positive in filling the role they are asked to perform for the Team at any moment, even if that roll has them not playing at all, coming off the bench, or playing a different position. 
From the designated arrival time at all practices and games, Players are expected to concentrate on soccer. Players must arrive on time with required equipment and be ready to practice or play. Unless excused by their Coach, there will be no visiting between Players and Parents, family, friends, pets or others. This includes half-time and the conclusion of games, when Players are expected to get water and immediately rejoin the Team and Coach for game discussion or Team adjustments. On occasion, Coaches will ask Players to do physical ‘warm-down’ workouts immediately after games. When team responsibilities are over, Players are free to join family and friends. 

Nutrition and rest are also part of the Players personal responsibility as members of the Fury Soccer Club of Bakersfield, CA. We expect Players to eat nutritious, healthy food in a timely fashion so as not to interfere with performance. Please consult your Team Coach with any nutrition questions.
Rest periods between games may be considered free time, if the Team Coach sees fit. There will be times when the Coach requires the Team to stay together while waiting for the next game. This is entirely up to the Coach and his decision shall be final.

THE PARENTS
Parental support and involvement in the Club are essential. The Parents are as important as the Players; as is their commitment to get their Player(s) to all Club and Team functions. There will be times when conflict is unavoidable and more important events occur; and it is then that communication, planning, and understanding will minimize conflicts. It is the Club’s responsibility to provide periodic schedules to allow time for your planning, as well as take parental input for scheduled events. The Club expects timely communication in the event that your Player will not be present at a scheduled competition. 

SIDELINE COACHING
There will be no coaching by Parents. No matter how well intentioned; there will be no shouting instructions to Players or comments to officials during games. Your vocal supports and positive encouragement are welcome after a good play (by either team). “Go” and “Shoot” are interpreted as instructions and as such are not desirable. It is very important that the Players be given one set of instructions, from one voice, before, during, and after games. Also, please allow plenty of space around the Team bench before and during games so the Team and Coach can fulfill their game responsibilities.
The Club’s goal is the long-term development of the person and Player under pressure; to that end there will be Coach’s decisions that parents either disagree with or do not understand. Player development and the confidence that comes from winning are both important, and one should never be forsaken for the other. A healthy Team environment is essential. 

The Club expects its Players to ignore adverse conditions such as bad referees, name calling, rough play, cheating, poor weather, poor sportsmanship from opponents and parents, etc. We expect nothing less from the parents.

COSTS

Annual registration fees of $100.00 are due at the time of signing this Letter of Agreement. Please make checks payable to Fury Soccer Club of Bakersfield. This will allow our team to start paying off team bills (League Registration, Field Usage Fees, Coaching Fees, Equipment, Uniforms, and Tournaments). 
Monthly team dues are due by the 1st of the month (considered delinquent if not received by the 8th). Any Player who is 2 months delinquent may be declared ineligible until the dues are paid in full. Any Player who is 3 months delinquent may be permanently removed from the Team. 

Costs to Players joining the team during the middle of a season will be prorated.

FUNDRAISING AND SPONSORSHIP
Our team goal is to reach approximately $10,000 for the 2009-2010 season. Sponsorship and fundraising is going to be a major part of obtaining this goal. The money in which we raise through fundraising and sponsorship contributions will go towards offsetting Player and Parent expenses, which include a number of different fees (registration, coaching, and tournaments) and team equipment. 
As of the start of the season each Player will be obligated to pay $600.00 for the entire season. $100.00 will be collected as a start up fee when this Letter of Agreement is signed. The remaining $500.00 will be divided among a monthly plan, equaling $100.00 a month. Players and Parents who decide to fundraise and collect sponsors will have their money earned deducted from their balance. 
Having no out-of-pocket expenses can easily be achievable, though it is going to have to come from Players and Parents determination and hard work. If you have any fundraising ideas, please direct them towards the Team Manager and Team Coach, as well as post them on our team’s Website, which can be found at http://furysc.tripod.com/
TEAM TRAVEL

During the course of the season, the Club may participate in out of town tournaments and cup competitions, and in certain cases it will be necessary to stay overnight. All out-of-town expenses (gas, hotels, meals, etc.) are not included in the fees for the season. That is why we as a Club, are leaving decisions regarding playing out-of-town tournaments and cup competitions to be made by the Parents and Players. In the instances that we do go out of town, efforts will be made to coordinate arrangements, but it is the ultimate responsibility of the Parents to insure that proper arrangements have been made for all out-of-town events. Decisions regarding timing of arrival and departure to and from locations are entirely up to Team Coach.

As the Parent/Guardian of the named Player, I intend to abide by the Letter of Agreement with the Fury Soccer Club of Bakersfield, CA. I have read and understand the Letter of Agreement. 

As the Parent/Guardian of the named Player, I agree to pay and/or fundraise/collect sponsorships for the following during the 2009-2010 soccer season payable to the Fury Soccer Club of Bakersfield:
1. $100.00 non-refundable registration fee

2. $500.00 team fees, which will be broken down into monthly payments equaling $100.00 per month.

3. And any fees associated with tournaments above and beyond the team’s season.

_________________________

__________

_________________________

           Parent Signature


       Date


Player Signature
